
 

 

 

 

US Trade Deal? Not now.  
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Negotiating at a time of crisis 
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3 As of 26 May 2020 

4 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-52308369/david-miliband-too-much-denialism-over-coronavirus    
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Putting in place a process for transparent and democratic negotiations 

 
6 The UK government’s own projections estimate that a trade deal with add 0.16% to the UK economy over 15 
years. See p57, 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/869592/UK_
US_FTA_negotiations.pdf 

7 Article by Foreign Secretary Dominic Raab, September 2019, https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/global-
britain-is-leading-the-world-as-a-force-for-good-article-by-dominic-raab 

8 p75, https://www.hks.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/centers/mrcbg/files/136_Final_AWP.pdf 

9 According to reports from the first week of talks, the USA is pushing to include a clause that would limit the UK’s 
ability to strike deals with countries of which the USA did not approve, 
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/may/12/us-message-to-britain-in-bilateral-trade-talks-its-us-or-china, 
and the UK is planning to slash tariffs on agricultural imports from the USA, which has caused alarm in the UK 
farming sector, https://www.ft.com/content/e583b8a2-4074-4fa9-9c43-08a9979e0bee 

10 Discussions over the proposed Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership collapsed in part due to 
widespread citizen outrage at the secrecy of talks and the failure of both parties to consider key concerns over 
food standards and investor protection. More than 3 million European citizens signed the ‘Stop TTIP’ petition.  
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https://www.theguardian.com/politics/2020/may/12/us-message-to-britain-in-bilateral-trade-talks-its-us-or-china
https://protect-eu.mimecast.com/s/re0QCj0mlij8wxuRjuwL
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11 https://www.tjm.org.uk/documents/briefings/2018-06-28-A-Trade-Model-that-Works-for-Everyone-Final-02.pdf 

12 The USA has 28 advisory committees (https://ustr.gov/about-us/advisory-committees) while Canada has a 
structure of Sectoral Advisory Groups on International Trade (SAGIT sub-committees). The UK Department for 
International Trade has convened Expert Trade Advisory Groups, but these are voluntary with an unclear remit and 
no official right to provide input. 
13 The limited ability of MPs to have a say on our trade deals comes from the Ponsonby Rule, a parliamentary 
convention dating from 1924. 
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Danger in the detail  

 
14 p57, 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/869592/UK_
US_FTA_negotiations.pdf 

15 https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/57a08a09ed915d3cfd000560/61075-EU-
US_trade_agreement_and_LICs_final_report_no_annexes_P1.pdf  
16 Possible responses to any analysis could include changing the content of the trade agreement by inserting break 
clauses that would become effective if it was demonstrated that the deal was harming the achievement of the 
SDGs. Assessment of the impact of a UK-USA deal could also inform broader UK trade policy and aid policy.  
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Conclusion  
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17 This is not theoretical. Friends of the Earth have shown how the threat of being sued under ISDS caused France 
to withdraw a proposed law limiting fossil fuel usage: http://www.foeeurope.org/sites/default/files/eu-
us_trade_deal/2019/foe-red-carpet-courts-final-web1.pdf 
18 https://www.law360.com/legalethics/articles/1261213/third-party-funders-business-is-booming-during-
pandemic 
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